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The Packaging Dilemma

Executives at Bethesda's
Honest Tea ask: Glass ar
plastic? D4

Honest Tea Tries to Minimize |

Waste; Even Has Juice Bags
- Used as Pencil Pouches
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i At Honest Tea, the Bethesda
immﬂn‘hnmu{ . Employees
{ ride company-purchased bikes to work, where they
| hustle around atop bamboo floors and sit at deaks
! that were ing ased.

aging issue perplexes Goldman. So far, he is agnostic
on the issue.

“I can see the merits of both,” Goldman said. “If T
didn't believe in one of the products, I wouldn't make
e

He and his company, which employa 60 people,
Tiwes by the mantra “reduce, reuse, recyele,” and Gold-
man has studied how his products can fit into each of

those efforts, traveling around the comntry to pack- fc

aging conferences and product expos.

“Tf you can redtmeymupnchﬂe. that's what you
should do first,” Goldman said.

That's where the plastic bottles come in. Made of
PET plastic, which can be recycled only once — or
made into carpet or clothing — the bottle's Hquid
weight is 512 grams while its package weight is 42.2
grams. That means 92.4 percent of the weight comes
from the product.

“That's a very good ratio,” Goldman said.

The total weight of Honest Tea's plastic bottle is
seven times lighter than its glass bottle, meaning the

, company can fit more of the plastic omto
. shipping trucks, which operate siringent
. weight restrictions. About 2,100 cases of glass prod-
, et can travel on a truck. That number jumps to near-
ly 2,700 for plastic.
- The PET is more efficent to move around,”
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‘The primary advantage of glass comes in the recy-
|¢hng:G|.amm be made into new glass over and
mrmm “People feel glass is more natural,” Gold-
man

Glass, Plastic or Aluminum?
Lightweight plastic bottles are more efficient
to ship than glass bottles, because the liquid
inside the plastic bottle constitutes a higher
percentage of the total weight. But glass can

be recycled more times than plastic.

When Packagmg Packs a Punch

jit

“Whatever the consumer wants, we're going to
sell them as long as we believe there is merit,” Gold-
man said,

HnanHmccnﬂymnmmapmbhnmthﬂ

more than 500 collection sites to gather the bags

from children. Honest Tea is paying schools 2 cents

for every juice bag sent back to the company.
Omuiﬂmmﬁl’upuﬁmumhmgmtﬂﬂthﬁ

will be sold exclusively through a major retadler,
which Goldman would not identify. Such is the new
circle of life in the economy: The product
nmhuhandﬂ:eﬂg sold as something else.
The only problem is the pouches probably can't be
remedammmthﬂmﬁlﬂwdhuldmgpmch
Hello, landfill. “We've made some progress,” Gold-
man said, “but there's no end to this"

alt’'s a big Issue. The packaging is
a real thing. It's still flawed,”

Goldman says of the packaging dilemma.

Bottle Bottle Ed-ounce bottle Kid's pouch
(material) {glass) (PET plastic) (PET plastic) (aluminum)
Liquid weight 461.45 grams 512 grams 1,901.79 grams 205.1 grams
: Paduge wmght 233 79g* 421 g Bl 059 5.ﬁ3l'}‘
Total weight §95.24 ¢ 55429 1.983g 21073 ¢
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